Yo 


ANSWER 


To ſeveral NEW 


Laws and Orders 


Made by the 


Rulers of Boſton 


New-England 


The Tenth Day of the Eighth 
Moneth, 1677, 


. 
x —_— ——_—_— 
omar es — tt. ts... BM 7R _ . 4 4 


Printed in the Xeag 2167S 


UMI 


 [DUBLIGATE] , 


UMI 


"C83 


+ 
tl = 


—. 
—_— ——_— 


An Anſwer to ſeveral New Laws and 
Oraers made by the Rulers of 
Boſton, &&*c. 


V E have ſeen ſeveral Laws and Orders, made at 


the ſecond Seſſions of the General Court at 
Boſton, «nd publiſhed the tenth of the eighth 
moneth, 1677: by their Order, by Edward Rowſon Secretary ; 


( viz. ) | 


Firſt, Wherein we take notice of ſome things as followeth : 

And firſt youlay, Adany ſecret Attempts has been by evil-mind- 
ed Perſons to Fire the Town of Boſton, tending to the Deſtrution, 
Ce. This Canrt doth Acconiit it their Duty, to. uſe all Lawful 
Means ts Diſcover ſuch Perſons, and prevent the like for time to 
E972E., | 

Anſw. But what perſons have ye diſcovere] by your At or 
Order ? for hath it not been the Hand of the Almighty God, 
that hath pleaded with you, with Fire and Sword, and other 
Judgments, and yet you will neither hear nor ſee? Have you 
forgotten your Hot Irons, by which you ſtigmatized and bran- 
ded ? Do you not think God will pay your Debts, and with full 
Intereſt in the end ? And do you think that your Acts and Laws 
wil) keep off the Lord from pleading with you by Fire, and his 
Judgments? And do you think, that all your People taking the 
Dark of Fidelity to you and your Country, will ſtop the Judg- 
ments ef God, or bring moxe upon you, - who make the Tom- 
mand ef Chriſt void, and of none effeR your ſelves, and make 
Laws to compel others to do the ſame, as in AMar.5. Fames 5. 
which ſaith, Swear net at all, with a Penalty, and that they. & 


50 into Evil and Condemnation that do Swear; a fad Penalty, 
A 3 even 


42 HEED | 
even Condemnation? Or will you and your Priefts ſay, That 
there muſt be a Meanins to theſe words of Ciriſt aud tne Apo» 
ſtley an1 though they commanied not to Swear, yet they did 
not mean as they ſpoke, there'muſt be a Meaning givento chem 
by:you & your Prieſts; then would not you think it ſtrange that 
all your people, that you would have to take the Oath of Fidelity 
to the Country and you, that they ſhould obferve none of your 
Laws andq Orders, but lay, You do not mean as you ſpeak, but there 
aſt be a Meaning given tothem? Then would not this throw all 
your Laws,Atts & Orders away, and render you to be a double- 
ton2u'd People, to ſpeak one thing, and mean another ?: if you 
count this wrong doing or ſaying,do not youſerve Chriſt an his 
Apoſtle, ſo, who ſaith, Swear not at all. 

_ Fgr. is aot your Law and Order of your Court, That the Law 
to require all perſons, 5 well Inhabitants as Strangers, that hath not 
taken theOath,to take the Oath of Fidelity to the Conntry,be revived 
and put inprattice through thu Furiſdittion, &c. And that if any 
Officers, as Selet Alen, Conſtables or Tything-men, that s intraſted 
with the Execution of this Order do neglett hu or their Duty therein, 
that they be fined not exceeding 5 |. for one Offence, &ca | 
Anſ ». Would the Reader think, that theſe are the Mew-Eng- 
land refed Prefeſſors, which fled out of Old England, to New- 
England, upon the account of Religion, that are now forc- 
ing Inhabitants, and Strangers, and their Offi-ers thus to tran(- 
greſs and make tull the expreſs Command of Chrift Jelus with 
ſuch Penaltics? For Chriſt ſaith, Bur 1 ſay unto you, ' Swear not 
at all, but let your Communication be yea, yea, and nay, nay; for 
whatſoever is [added] more than theſe, it comath of Evil : and is 
not this a Goſpel Command of Chriſt ? {ee Adar.5.9,34,37. And 
Above all thiugs, my Brethren, Swear not, neither by Heaven, net- 
ther by the Earth, neither by awy other Oath ; but let your yeabe yea, 
ard your nay, nay, leſt you fal into Condemnation: And is not here 
a Penalty with a Witneſs for breakihg the Goſpel Command of 
Chriſt in the New Covenant, which is not according to the Old ; 
for by the Law of God in the Old Covenant they were to ſwears 
truly, before the Goſpel times, that Criſt came in the fleſh, 
and al] vain, and feivolous, anJ falſe Swearing was forbidden; 
but 
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but Chriſt. and the Apoftle forhie all Swearing. But what is 
New- England's Penalty upon Strangers and Inhabitants,' that do 
not ſwear,& take the Oath of Fidelity,%c? and what is the Penal- 
ty upen the Officers, as Conſtables, Tything-men, &c. that ds 
not take this Oath ? anJ1 sf they neglett their Duty to you,and obey 
Chriſt, they ſhall befined, you ay, not exceeding 5'l. So by your 
Law and Oxder, every Officer ſhall be fined'5 1. for keeping the 
Goſpel Command of Chrift ; and al] Strangers and Inhabitants, 
which keep the Goſpel Command of Chriſt, and dare not ſwear, 
and break t, but refute to ſwear, they, you ſay, ſhall be proceed- 
cd againſt as your Laws & Commands dire&,contrary to Chriſt. 
And further, you ſay, Your Court doth declare, That all ſuch 
Refuſers to take the ſaid Oath, ſhall not have the benefit of our L aw# 
to implcad, ſue or recover any Debtsin any Court or Courts within 
this Furiſdition, or have Proteftion from this Government, while 
they continne in ſuch obſtinate Refuſal (to wit )+# Swear, &c. 
... Anſw. So the Swearcr, which break tEGolpel Command 
of Chriſt, muſt have the benefit of your LawiahY'ProteRion (and - 
net be counted obſt.nate) yea, and ſuch as goes into Evil & Con- 
demnation: And they that keep the Goſpel Command of Chriſt 
and the Apoſtle, {hall have no Benefit nor Protection among you, 
no not in any of your Courts, to ſue for his juſt Debrxs. And this 
Law of yours muſt be. printed and publiſhed by your Order; is 
not this the Power of the Spirit of the Beaſt, thatacts you, and 
not from the Spirit of Chriſt Jetus, which compels all to bow, and 


to receive lis Mark, and to difobey the Gofpel Contmand of 


Chriſt Jeſus ; and thaz ſuch ascannot bow, and diſohey the Com- 
mand of Chriſt their Lord and Saviour, they ſhall' have noPro- 
tection among you by your Government, nor no benefit of your 
Laws, to get their juſt Debts, in any Courts w thin your Juriſg:- 
ftion. Well, blefſed be the Lord, that the Horn of this Beaſt 
reaches no further than his own Jeriſdiftton. Ch! how dare 
you name the Name of Chriſt in your Meuthes, when you thus 
trample his Command under your Feet, and fine yeur Officers 
51. apiece for their negleRing to tender the Qath to the Inhabi- 
tants and Strangers to ſwear, and they that wil) not break the 
Command, ef- Chxiſt ſhall not have Right nos Juſtice, neither in 

your 
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your Courts, ner ProteQion in your Government ?' 'G unheard 
of Cruelty ! did ever the Biſhops or Magiſtrates 11 Old Zg- 
land ſerve you ſo, before you fled into New-Englend ? And is 
not this the. power of the.Beaſt and Whore, to compel all to 
how and ado ? WhatScripture have you for your Rule and 
Practice herein ? {etus{ge Chapter and Verſe, orelle for ſhame 
ſtop your Mouthes, and never tell of Scripture more to be your 
Ru'es for wheredid'ever the Apoſtles give forth any ſuch Com- 
mands or Orders to the Chriſtians, that people ſhould. have no Be- 
r:eft nor. Protettion, except they wanld ſwear, and break Chriſt's 
Command”; ls not,this.cnough to bring the Vengeance of God 
from Heaven upon your Heads. 

: And your Adduional Law concerning ſuch as Prophane the Sab- 
ath, Cc. | 

A ſw. But wigdgtt.is that does proprane it, you do notde- 
Care it in your Alqnal Law. | 3 
"  Andyou ſay the Fines ratſed by the Penalty of this Law 
upoy the Delinquents ſhall be brought to the County Treaſurer, &c. 

Anſw. Where was it ever orcered by the Law of God, in the 
eld Covenant,that Fines. ſhould be laid on thera that did prophane 
the Sabbath, [ang bring it.to the Treaſurer, and he to give the 
Tything-men and. Conſtable part. of it, &c? Were they net by 
the Law of God to he put outwardly to Death ? And where did 
ever Chriſt and the Apoſtles lay a Fine upon any which did not 
keep the 7ews Sabbath, that was given in the Old Covenant as a 
Sign? Were,not;Chrift and his Diſciples accuſed for Sabbath- 
breakers, of thagSign, he, who was the Subſtance, and the Eter- 
nal Reſt? And if the Fews, for not keeping: the Sabbath in the 
Old Covenant, dyed an Outward Death; de not they dye an E- 


ternal Death, tzat do not keep the Day of Chriſt, and that Etcr- - 


nal Sabbath in the New Covenant? _ | 
And did' the Chriſtings in the New Covenant keep the Firſt 
Day of the Week, which Chriſt roſe on, and met of it? and is 
the Firſt day of the Week the . Fews Seventh Day Sabbath, ſpe- 
ken of in the Old Covenant ? And did the Apoftles call the Firſt 
-Day of the Week, which they met of, a Sabboth ? and if ſo, let's 
ſce Chapter and Verſe where it 13 fo called in the New Teſtament 
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by the Apoſtles. Now de not you imagine in yeur Evil Hearts, 
that we would have the Firſt Day of the Week prephaned,which 
Chriſt role of; weſay, nay, we would not have that day prepha- 
ned, nor ſo much as any other Day of the Week prophaned, but 
that God may alwayes be glerified. 

But you that proteſs your felves Chriſtians, and yet. walk like 
neither 7ews nor Chriſt;ans,Law nor Goſpel,and perfecute others 
that would not do the ſame; what de you think will become of 
you, and what will be yeur End, for all your Perſecutions and Ba- 
niſhing, and Bloodſheddings, and Whippings,and Hangings, and 
Branding the Forehead with Mot Irons, and Cutting off Fars, 
and the Spoiling the Goods of the Servants of the Moſt Highand 
Living God ? Bo not you think that God Almighty. will reckon 
with you, as he did with Fharaoh, Herod, Fexabel, and the Fews 
and 7#das for murdering and betraying Chriſt ? Will net he at 
laft pay you your Debt, as hedid theſe, and give you yeur full 
Intereſt? For,with what meaſure you meaſure,will he meaſure to 
you again, good meaſure, ſhaken together, and running over; 
and therefore go learn this Leſſon, Do ur;to #thers a4 you world 
have them to do to you, 


The 18th of the QF: 
Sth Moneth , 
1678. 


